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uncovered throne; the princess, with her ladies in
waiting, advanced to receive him; when she cast her
eyes on the king's throne, she made the royal obei-
sance with such proper respect, that on seeing it, the
king was still more surprised; with the same profound
respect she accompanied the king to the throne, set
with jewels, which she had erected for him. The
princess had prepared a platform of 125,000 pieces of
silver ^ a hundred and one trays of jewels and of gold
pieces, and woollen shiffs, shawls, muslins, silk and
brocades; two elephants and ten horses, of *Irak and
Yaman, with caparisons set with precious stones, were
likewise prepared [for the royal acceptance]. She pre-
sented these to his majesty, and stood before him herself
with folded arms. The king asked with great com-
placency, 'Of what country are you a princess, and
for what reasons are you come here?'

" The princess, after making her obeisance, replied,
* This slave is that offender who in consequence of the
royal anger was sent to this wilderness, and all these
things which your majesty sees are the wonderful
works of God/ On hearing these words, the king's
blood glowed (with paternal warmth), and rising up,
he pressed the princess fondly to his bosom, and
seizing her hand, he ordered her to be seated on a
chair that he had placed near the throne; but still
the king was astonished and surprised [at all he saw],

1 The common mode to present large sums in specie to princely visitors,
is to form a platform with the money, spread the mcumad on ifc, and place
the visitor on the rich seat.   Mr. Smith states that he had himself
Atafu-d-Daula) the then Nawindfo of Lucknow, receive a lack of rupee* m
this way from Almas9 one of Ms eunuclis.